MAY 28, 2021 


Faith and Inspiration 


When We Are The Body 


Owning a building requires 
dedication. Locks jam, roofs leak, 
lights burn out, air conditioners 
break, with chairs to polish, floors 
to mop, fire extinguishers to get 
inspected; the cycle of maintenance 
never stops. 

I'm not the building 


It shocked me, then, when a few 
days later, the smell had vanished. 
It turns out one of HMC's renter 
groups, another congregation that 
meets in our building, had taken it 
upon themselves to scour the build- 
ing and rescue all from 
the stench. I could 


manager of Homestead 
Mennonite Church, but 
I'm in a position to know 
most, if not all, of the 
maintenance struggles 
required by our building. 
As such, it was no 
surprise to me when I 
entered the building to 
bookkeep and was 
assaulted by the smell of 
death. Decaying rats, a 
musk that never seems to 
settle, it lingers in the 
nose and gut to the point 
of distraction. 

Yes, HMC had rats. 
It happens. I wrote a 
check for the 
exterminator, 
both grateful 
and perturbed. If left unchecked, 
that dead-rat smell could linger for 
weeks. In a large building like 
HMC's, with its attics, air con- 
ditioning ducts, and obscure nooks 
and crannies, it seemed unlikely 
that anyone would be able to scour 
the building to rid us of the stench. 
I prepared for the worst, knowing 
Pd have to endure this smell for 
weeks to come. 


Luke Marshburn 
Homestead 
Mennonite Church 


bookkeep in peace, nose 
clear and clean. 

I believe HMC and 
its renters have a good 
working relationship. 
HMC tries to be reason- 
able about rent; to be 
respectful of the other 
groups' time and to ac- 
commodate changing 
needs; and when a con- 
gregant hears of a 
renter's concern, they 
work to make sure it 
gets to the right parties 

so the concern can be ad 
dressed. The rental groups 
in turn are respectful to 
the times of others, keep 
their messes to a minimum 
or tidy up after themselves so 
others don't have to work around 
them, and are patient when issues 
arise. 

But it's the moments like this— 
when a group goes out of their way 
to clean up rats, or offers to paint 
the rooms, or notices a leaky faucet 
and fixes it—that leave me feeling 
truly inspired. At these times, it 
feels like I’m seeing Galatians 3:28 
in action: "There is neither Jew nor 


Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor 
is there male and female, for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus" (NIV). 

Now, there's a lot of room for 
interpretation in this verse, and I'm 
not saying that HMC and the 
groups that meet in our building 
don't have an owner-tenant rela- 
tionship. I'm not saying that this 
verse means racial differences don't 
exist or that we should ignore 
economic and social disparities; 
rather, I believe it means that 
people shouldn't be treated with 
more or less respect or love based 
on their ethnicity, heritage, social 
status, employment relations, etc. 
In the body of Christ, we want 
what's best for each other, we work 
for the edification of each other, 
and we don't forget to shoulder 
each other's burdens. HMC and its 
renters may have an owner-tenant 
relationship, but above and beyond 
that, we are the body of Christ. We 
work to hold each other up in 
whatever storm comes. Whether 
that means giving a group some 
extra time in the building or 
cleaning up dead rats, we do what 
we can when we are able, bringing 
glory to God through our kindness. 

I know I appreciate it 
personally, but I’m glad also for its 
witness. May we all aspire to such 
levels of love where we can pull 
rats out of attics and bring relief to 
our family. 


Report Points to Medicaid Expansion Benefits 


By Christine Sexton 
NSF 
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low-income adults 
without children, 
according to a report 
released Thursday. 

The Commonwealth 
Fund, a New York-based 
organization that focuses 
on health-care issues, 
released the report, which 
said expanding Medicaid 
in Florida would add 
61,600 health-care jobs 
from 2022 to 2025. It also 
said an expansion would 
lead to job increases in 
the construction, retail, 
finance and insurance 
sectors. 

State Republican 
leaders have long rejected 
expanding eligibility for 
Medicaid, pointing in part 
to concerns about poten- 
tial future costs. The 
chances of that position 
changing appear to be nil, 
as Republicans control 
the House, Senate and 
governor’s office. 

“Tf you ask me, do I 
want to give people 
Medicaid or do I want to 


give them a job so they 
don’t need Medicaid, I 
want to give them a job 
so they don’t need 
Medicaid,” Senate 
President Wilton 
Simpson, R-Trilby, told 
reporters during this 
year’s legislative session. 
But Rep. Nicholas 
Duran, D-Miami, said the 
Legislature's refusal to 
expand the safety-net 
program for poor, elderly 
and disabled people also 
stems from the genesis of 
the expansion: It was a 
prominent feature of the 
federal health law com- 
monly called Obamacare. 
“Obamacare was bad 
then (when it was initially 
passed), and it’s bad now. 
It’s bad,” Duran, an 
expansion supporter, said, 
describing the sentiment 
of Republican lawmakers. 
Florida is one of 14 
states that haven’t 
expanded Medicaid 
eligibility to childless 


NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR 
COMPETITIVE SOLICITATIONS 


Because those 
childless adults don’t earn 
enough money to qualify 
for subsidized coverage 
through the federal 
health-insurance 
exchange, many of them 
end up uninsured. 

According to 2019 
American Community 
Survey data, Florida had 
2.784 million uninsured 
residents. Combined, the 
14 states that haven’t 
expanded Medicaid 
account for nearly 50 
percent of the 29.6 
million uninsured people 
nationwide. 

As of April 30, the 
latest available data, 
4,743,135 people were 
enrolled in Florida’s 
Medicaid program, with 
about 3.7 million taking 
part in managed-care 
plans. The program has 
had an influx of enrollees 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic and is esti- 
mated to cost $32 billion 
during the fiscal year that 


Notice is hereby given that on JUNE 11, 2021 at 2:00 PM the Ocean Reef 
Community Association, Department of Public Works will receive and 
open sealed responses for the following: 


Disaster Debris Removal and Disposal Services 
Related to the Ocean Reef Community Association 


The Request for Proposal may be obtained from the Ocean Reef 
Community Association website: 


https://www.orcareef.com/_filelib/FileCabinet/Business/ 
DisasterDebrisRemovalRFP.pdf 


OR by email dkirkman@orcareef.com 


All responses must be sealed and must be submitted by the date and 
time cited above to the Ocean Reef Community Association, Public 

Works, 24 Dockside Lane #505, Key Largo, Florida 33037, Attention: 
Jeff Oeltjen, Vice President of Public Works. 


Minority-Owned, Woman-Owned, and Small Business Enterprises are 
encouraged to respond to this solicitation. 


LESLI BURKHEAD 


will end June 30. 

President Joe Biden in 
March signed an eco- 
nomic-stimulus plan, the 
American Rescue Plan 
Act, that provides an 
incentive to the 14 hold- 
out states to expand 
Medicaid. The plan 
authorizes the federal 
government to increase 
by 5 percentage points 
the amount of federal 
money provided for exist- 
ing Medicaid enrollees. 
The increase would go 
into effect in 2022 and 
continue for two years. 

Additionally, the 
federal government will 
cover 90 percent of the 
costs of the expansion for 
childless adults, a much 
higher matching rate than 
what it provides for other 
Medicaid enrollees, such 
as children and pregnant 
women. 

According to The 
Commonwealth Fund 
analysis, Florida’s costs 
for expanding Medicaid 
to childless adults would 
increase by $681 million 
in 2022. But that would 
be more than offset by a 
net gain of $6.6 billion in 
federal funding for the 
year. 

And while the 5 per- 
centage-point increase in 
federal matching funds 
would expire in 2025 and 
the state’s share of the 
costs would increase to 
$801 million that year, 
Florida still would re- 
ceive a net increase in 
federal funding of more 
than $6.2 billion, accord- 
ing to the analysis.. 

Karen Woodall, who 
has lobbied in Tallahassee 
for more than 30 years on 
behalf of low-income 
residents, said the 
Legislature has “missed 
an opportunity.” 

“So, once again the 
Florida Legislature denies 
health insurance to 
hundreds of thousands of 
very low-income Florid- 
ians,” she said in a state- 
ment to the News 
Service. “Florida was 
offered an opportunity to 
literally make money off 
of providing health 
insurance to our lowest- 
income residents and it 
was rejected --- again, 
even in midst of a 
pandemic unlike any we 
have experienced and 
even with all of the 
disparities brought into 
full focus.” 
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Rob Campbell 


April 8, 1957 - April 24, 2021 


Rob Lee Campbell 
never wanted to go home 
when he was fishing. 

He would say “come on, 
let's stay a little longer” 
so many times. 

Born in 1957 in 
Indiana, he grew up in 
Homestead, FL and loved 
being in the woods. 

He was a skilled 
horticulturist and plant 
propagator who knew the 
name of every south 
Florida tree, shrub, and 
vine. 

Best known for having 
a warm, gentle heart, Rob 


passed away on April 
24th in Homestead. 

He was a good brother 
and we will miss him 
dearly. 

Services will be held 
privately with his family. 


Miami-Dade County celebrates 
Community Action Month 


The Miami- 
Dade County 
Community 
Action and 
Human Services 
Department is 
one of over 1000 
community 
action agencies 
across the 
country working 
every day to 
positively 
transform the 


COMMUNITY 


“If you can't fly then run, if you 
can't run then walk, if you can't 
walk then crawl, but whatever 
you do you have to keep 
moving forward.” 


DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 


lives of low- 

income individuals; 
creating opportunities to 
make families thrive and 
communities stronger. 

CAHSD is the 
designated Community 
Action Agency (CAA) for 
Miami-Dade County and 
has a history of providing 
critical programs and 
services to combat 
poverty. 

In commemoration of 
Community Action 
Month, CAHSD will host 
community outreach 
events May 24th through 
May 27th. The depart- 
ment’s 16 Community 
Advisory Committees 
will canvas respective 
communities to inform 
residents of available 
services. The four-day 
event will culminate with 
a Resource Fair at the 
Perrine Community 
Resource Center May 
27th at 10:00 a.m. 

Information and 
services will be offered. 
The community can take 
advantage of COVID 
vaccinations, food 
distribution, early educa- 
tion childcare enrollment, 
workforce development 
services for youth and 
young adults, vocational 
programs, utility bill 
assistance and more. 

Participating partners 
include: Miami-Dade Fire 


Rescue, Miami-Dade 
Public Library System, 
Share Your Heart, Miami- 
Dade Water and Sewer 
Department, Walking 
One Stop (Wayne 
Rawlins), and Florida 
Memorial University. 
CAHSD’s representatives 
include: Head Start/Early 
Head Start, Elderly 
Services, Weatherization 
Assistance Program 
(WAP), Violence 
Prevention and 
Intervention, 
Rehabilitative Services, 
and Greater Miami 
Service Corps. The Office 
of Miami-Dade County 
District 9 Commissioner 
Kionne McGhee will 
greet constituents. 


Local events: 

Tuesday, May 25, 2021 
9:00 am to 11:00 am 
16405 NW 25th Avenue 
Miami Gardens, 33054 


Wednesday, May 26, 2021 
10:00 am to Noon 

1600 NW 6th Court 
Florida City, 33034 


Thursday, May 27, 2021 
Perrine — Community 
Resource Fair: 

10:00 am to 1:00 pm 
17801 Homestead Avenue 
Miami 33157 


Temple Hatikvah 
Homestead Jewish Center 
A Reform Congregation 


183 NE 8th St., Homestead 
For information please call 
305-454-4944 
or visit www.thhjc.org 


Sunny Hills Assisted Living 
Facility of Homestead 
25268 SW 134 Ave, Homestead, FL 33032 
PH:305-258-2222 www.alfsunnyhills.com 
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Memory Care Unit 


Great activities 


CCC CCCL 


Spacious: private baths & views outside 
Excellent Care 24/7 & Assistance 


All Inclusive Rate, no itemized billing 
Beautiful Home Like Environment 
3 daily meals & snacks 


Housekeeping & Laundry service 
Onsite Beauty Salon 


Le FONE it, you will too! 


ASSISTED Living [= 
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Call a DEPENDABLE Hometown 
Realtor that will work hard for you 
when youre buying or selling! 


FOR THE BEST 


RESULTS 
STAY WITH THE 
BEST! i 
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